POSTAL ADDRESS PHONE:
Building 3400, +353 21242 7786
Avenue 3000,
Cork Airport Business Park
North Irish Sea Array Cork WEBSITE:
Ireland northirishseaarray.ie
NORTH IRISH SEA ARRAY WINDFARM LIMITED

The Secretary,

An Coimisiun Pleanala,
64 Marlborough Street,
Dublin 1,

DO01V902.

29 June 2026
An Coimisiun Pleanala Case Number: ABP-319866-24

Re: Response to Request for Further Information as Provided for under Section
292 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) to An Coimisiun
Pleanalain regard to the North Irish Sea Array Offshore Wind Farm.

Dear Sir/ Madam,

In accordance with section 292 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as
amended) (the “Planning Act”), on 10" April 2025, An Bord Pleanéla, now An Coimisiun
Pleanala (ACP), issued a request for further information (RFI) to the Applicant, North
Irish Sea Array Windfarm Ltd, in respect of its application under Section 291 of the
Planning Act for permission for the North Irish Sea Array (“NISA”) Offshore Wind
Farm(Case Reference ABP-319866-24).

The proposed developmentis an offshore wind farm located off the east coast of
Ireland, specifically counties Dublin, Meath and Louth. The onshore infrastructure of
the proposed development is located in County Dublin, within the administrative areas
of Fingal County Council and Dublin City Council. The proposed development will have
an operational life of 35 years.

This RFl requested the Applicant to:

e Respond to the items raised in the RFI (Item Nos. 1to 21); and

e Respond to the submissions and observations received as part of the statutory
consultation process, including from the public, statutory bodies,
transboundary consultees and the coastal planning authorities.

While a response was requested to be submitted to ACP within nine months from the
date of the letter (i.e. by 19" January 2026), the Applicant subsequently requested an
extension to that timeline in correspondence dated 16" October 2025. The extension
was granted by ACP, extending the timeline for a response to 14" August 2026.

The documentation included herein comprises the Applicant’s detailed response to the
RFlissued by ACP on 10" April 2025. It is submitted that all matters raised in the RFI
have been addressed in full and that all required further information has been provided.
The RFl response fully satisfies the requirements of the National Marine Planning
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Framework (NMPF) and is completed in accordance with all national and European
legislation and guidance.

Furthermore, the updated assessment concludes that there will be no adverse effect
on the integrity of any Natura 2000 site, whether from the project alone orin
combination with any other plan or project, for all receptors.

Since the submission of the 2024 EIAR, the context underpinning the need for the
proposed development has become more acute. Updated policy and market evidence
further reinforce that need. Ireland has reaffirmed its offshore wind ambitions through
Climate Action Plan 2025 and the Hamburg Declaration, while recent EPA projections
indicate that, under both existing measures and with additional measures scenarios,
Ireland is expected to remain substantially short of its 2030 national emissions
reduction target.

Recent evidence also shows that the need for the proposed development extends
beyond climate compliance alone. Ireland remains heavily dependent on imported
energy and exposed to international market and geopolitical volatility, underlining the
importance of secure, domestically generated renewable electricity. Continued
renewable deployment is also associated with significant consumer savings and wider
socio-economic benefits, including support for employment, investment, and supply-
chain development.

Appendix 1 provides the schedule of documents and digital data files.
Included in the RFl response are;

e AnRFIResponse report tabulating all responses to the RFI;

e ASubmissions and Observation Response report (with responses to
submissions made by members of the public and non-governmental
organisations, prescribed bodies and coastal authorities as well as
transboundary consultees and other bodies);

e Addendum to the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR);

e Addendum to the Supporting Information: Screening for Appropriate
Assessment (SISAA);

e Addendum to the Natura Impact Statement (NIS);

e Addendum to the Planning Report; and

e Updatesto a number of the 2024 planning application drawings.

o Aseries of other updated documents and digital data files.

As requested by ACP in their correspondence on 10" April 2025, 2 no. hard copies and 1
no. electronic copy (USB stick) of the RFI response documentation, as detailed above,
have been enclosed herewith.

All documents, plans and particulars in addition to digital files have been uploaded to
the NISA Project website (www.northirishseaarraysid.ie).
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Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. We
trust allis in order and look forward to a positive decision in a timely manner.

Yours sincerely

Tina Raleigh ¢

Development Director
North Irish Sea Array Windfarm Limited.
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Appendix 1

Schedule of Documents

Addendum to the Planning Report.
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Response to Request for Further Information report.

Response to Response to Submissions and Observations report.

Addendum to the Planning Drawings. These are listed below:

Drawing Title

Drawing Number

Grid Facility Proposed Layout Sheet 1

281240_ARP_ONS_GF_DR_PL_1001

Grid Facility Proposed Layout Sheet 2

281240_ARP_ONS_GF_DR_PL_1002

Grid Facility Compensation Substation
GIS Building Elevations

281240_ARP_ONS_GF_DR_PL_1007

Grid Facility Bremore Substation GIS
Building Elevations

281240_ARP_ONS_GF_DR_PL_1008

Grid Facility Proposed Drainage & Water
Sheet 1

281240_ARP_ONS_GF_DR_CD_1200

Grid Facility Proposed Drainage & Water
Sheet 2

281240_ARP_ONS_GF_DR_CD_1201

Grid Facility Compensation Substation
Compound Elevations

281240_ARP_ONS_GF_DR_BS_2000

Grid Facility Bremore Substation
Compound Elevations

281240_ARP_ONS_GF_DR_BS_2001

Grid Facility Landscape Plan

281240_MCR_ONS_GF_DR_YE_1010

Proposed Offshore Infrastructure Option 1

281240-ARP-OFS-OA-DR-PL-1010

Proposed Offshore Infrastructure Option 2

281240-ARP-OFS-OA-DR-PL-1011

Proposed Project Option 1 WTG and
Jacket Foundation

281240-NISA-OFS-OA-DR-PL-2001

Proposed Project Option 2 WTG and
Jacket Foundation

281240-NISA-OFS-OA-DR-PL-2003

Proposed Project Option 1 and Option 2
Front Elevation Comparison

281240-NISA-OFS-QA-DR-PL-2005
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Drawing Title Drawing Number

Proposed Project Option 1 and Option 2 281240-NISA-OFS-OA-DR-PL-2006
Side Elevation Comparison

Proposed Offshore Substation Platform 281240-NISA-OFS-OA-DR-PL-2007
Plans & Elevations

5. Addendum to the EIAR. The documents are listed below:

EIAR Title
Volume/Chapter/Appendix

Volume 1: Non-Technical Summary

NTS Non-Technical Summary

Volume 2: Introductory Chapters

Chapter 1 Introduction

Chapter 2 EIA and Methodology for the preparation of an EIAR
Chapter 3 Legal and Policy Framework

Chapter 4 Need for the Proposed Development

Chapter5 Consideration of Alternatives

Chapter 6 Description of the Proposed Development - Offshore
Chapter 7 Description of the Proposed Development - Onshore
Chapter 8 Construction Strategy - Offshore

Chapter 9 Construction Strategy - Onshore

Volume 3: Offshore Chapters

Chapter 10 Marine Geology, Oceanography and Physical Processes
Chapter 11 Marine Water and Sediment Quality

Chapter 12 Benthic Subtidal and Intertidal Ecology

Chapter 13 Fish and Shellfish Ecology

Chapter 14 Marine Mammal Ecology

Chapter 15 Offshore Ornithology
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EIAR
Volume/Chapter/Appendix

Title

Chapter 16 Commercial Fisheries

Chapter 17 Shipping and Navigation

Chapter 18 Offshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage
Chapter 19 Aviation and Radar

Chapter 20 Infrastructure and Other Users

Volume 4: Onshore Chapters

Chapter 21 Land and Soils (includes soils, geology and hydrogeology)

Chapter 22 Water (includes hydrology, surface water quality and
flooding)

Chapter 23 Biodiversity

Chapter 24 Traffic and Transportation

Chapter 25 Onshore Archaeology, Architectural and Cultural Heritage

Chapter 26 Material Assets

Volume 5: Wider Scheme Chapters

Chapter 27 Air Quality

Chapter 28 Climate

Chapter 29 Seascape, Landscape and Visual
Chapter 30 Noise and Vibration

Chapter 31 Resource and Waste Management
Chapter 32 Population and Human Health

Chapter 33 Socio-Economic, Tourism and Recreation
Chapter 34 Major Accidents and Disasters

Chapter 35 Offshore Bats
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EIAR
Volume/Chapter/Appendix

Title

Volume 6: Summary Chapters

Chapter 36 Mitigation and Monitoring and Likely Significant Residual
Effects

Chapter 37 Transboundary Effects

Chapter 38 Cumulative and Inter-Related Effects

Volume 7A: Figures

Figures

Figures

Volume 7C1 Photomontages (offshore wind farm)

Photomontages

Offshore wind farm montages

Volume 7C2 Photomontages (Grid Facility)

Photomontages

Grid Facility montages

Volume 8: Appendices (Introductory)

Volume 8: Book 1 of 2

Appendix A1.1

Competent Experts

Appendix A1.2

Consultation Report

Appendix A3.1

National Marine Planning Framework Compliance Report

Appendix A3.2

Marine Strategy Framework Directive Assessment

Appendix A3.3

Ecosystem Functions and Services Assessment

Appendix A5.1

Design Refinements

Appendix A6.1

Offshore Environmental Management Plan

Appendix A6.2

Rehabilitation Schedule

Appendix A6.3

Operational Monitoring Plan

Appendix A9.1

Onshore Construction Environmental Management Plan

Volume 8: Book 2 of 2

Appendix A7.1

Planning Drawings
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EIAR
Volume/Chapter/Appendix

Title

Volume 9: Appendices (Offshore)

Volume 9: Book 1 of 3

Appendix A10.1

Marine Processes Review of Project Options

Appendix A10.2

Marine Physical Processes Numerical Modelling

Appendix A10.3

Supporting Assessment Sensitivity Studies

Appendix A11.1

Water Framework Directive Compliance Report

Appendix A12.1

Benthic Ecology Survey Report 2025

Appendix A13.1

Fish and Shellfish Ecology Baseline Characterisations

Appendix A14.1

Underwater Noise Assessment

Appendix A14.2

Marine Mammal Baseline Characterisation

Appendix A14.3

Seal Vantage Point Survey Report

Appendix A14.4

Temporary Threshold Shift Position Statement

Appendix A14.5

Marine Mammal Mitigation Protocol

Volume 9: Book 2 of 3

Appendix A15.1

Offshore and Intertidal Ornithology Technical Baseline

Appendix A15.2

MRSea Modelling for Offshore Ornithology

Appendix A15.3

Offshore Ornithology Collision Risk Modelling Assessment

Appendix A15.4

Offshore Ornithology Migratory Collision Risk Modelling:
Irish East Coast Phase One Offshore Wind Projects
Cumulative Assessment

Appendix A15.5

Offshore Ornithology Displacement Analysis

Appendix A15.6

Offshore Ornithology Population Viability Analysis

Appendix A15.7

Migratory Bird Survey Report 2026

Appendix A15.8

Offshore and Intertidal Ornithology Apportioning

Volume 9: Book 3 0of 3
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EIAR

Volume/Chapter/Appendix

Title

Appendix A16.1

Commercial Fisheries Technical Report

Appendix A16.2

Fisheries Management and Mitigation Strategy

Appendix A17.1

Navigational Risk Assessment

Appendix A17.2

Vessel Management Plan

Appendix A17.3

Lighting and Marking Plan

Appendix A17.4

North Irish Sea Array Wind Farm - Safety Justification for
Single Line of Orientation Layout

Appendix A17.5

Irish Coast Guard Response Letter May 2026

Appendix A18.1

Maritime and Aviation Archaeology Baseline

Appendix A18.4

Intertidal Archaeology Baseline

Appendix A18.5

Marine Archaeology Management Plan

Appendix A19.1

Airspace Analysis and Radar Modelling

Volume 10: Appendices (Onsh

ore)

Appendix A22.1

Onshore Water Framework Directive Compliance Report

Appendix A22.2

Water Quality Sampling Laboratory Analysis

Appendix A23.1

Breeding Birds Surveys Effort 2024

Appendix A23.2

Wintering Waterbird Surveys Effort 2023-2024

Appendix A23.3

Desk Study Results

Appendix A23.4

Annex 1 Habitat Quadrat and Assessment Sheets 2025

Appendix A23.5

List of Potential Roost Features for Bats

Appendix A23.6

Breeding Bird Survey Results 2024

Appendix A23.7

Wintering Waterbird Survey Results 2023-2024

Appendix A23.8

Arboricultural Report and Tree Impact Assessment Report

Appendix A23.9

Habitat and Species Management Plan

Volume 11: Appendices (Wider Scheme)
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EIAR Title
Volume/Chapter/Appendix
Appendix A29.1 Visual Impact Assessment at Representative Viewpoint
Locations
Appendix A29.2 Cumulative Visual Impact Assessment at Representative

Viewpoint Locations

Appendix A29.3 Department of Defence Night-time Visualisations
Appendix A30.1 Baseline Noise Survey Results

Appendix A31.1 Legislation, Policy and Guidelines

Appendix A31.2 List of Waste Codes

Appendix A35.1 Offshore Bat Monitoring Report 2024

Volume 12: Appendices (Summary)

Appendix A38.1 Stage 1 and Stage 2 CEA (Onshore and Wider Scheme)

Appendix A38.2 Stage 1 and Stage 2 CEA (Offshore)

6. An Addendum to the Supporting Information: Screening for Appropriate Assessment
(SISAA). The documents are listed below:

SISAA Title
Appendix No.

N/A Addendum to the Supporting Information: Screening for
Appropriate Assessment

Appendix A1 Screening Matrices

Appendix A2 Summary of Consultation

Appendix A3 In-combination Long List

Appendix A4 Benthic Ecology Survey Report 2025

Appendix A5 Offshore Ornithology Migratory Collision Risk Modelling:

Irish East Coast Phase One Offshore Wind Projects
Cumulative Assessment

Appendix A6 Breeding Bird Survey Effort and Results

Appendix A7 Wintering Waterbird Survey Effort and Results
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SISAA
Appendix No.

Title

Appendix A8

Design Refinements

Appendix A9

Rehabilitation Schedule

An Addendum to the Natura Impact Statement (NIS). The documents are listed below:

NIS
Appendix No.

Title

N/A Addendum to the Natura Impact Statement: Main Report
Appendix A1 Key Personnel

Appendix A2 Integrity Matrices

Appendix AS3: In-combination long list

Appendix A4 Benthic Ecology Survey Report 2025

Appendix A5 Breeding Bird Survey Effort and Results

Appendix A6 Wintering Waterbird Survey Effort and Results

Appendix A7 Design Refinement

Appendix A8 Offshore Environmental Management Plan

Appendix A9 Onshore Construction Environmental Management Plan

(CEMP)

Appendix A10

Marine Mammal Mitigation Protocol

Appendix A11

Marine Physical Processes Numerical Modelling

Appendix A12

Supporting Assessment Sensitivity Studies

Appendix A13

North Irish Sea Array: Underwater Noise Assessment

Appendix A14

Offshore and Intertidal Ornithology Technical Baseline

Appendix A15

MRSea Modelling for Offshore Ornithology

Appendix A16

Fish and Shellfish Baseline Characterisation

Appendix A17

Offshore and Intertidal Ornithology Displacement
Analysis
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NIS Title
Appendix No.
Appendix A18 Offshore and Intertidal Ornithology Apportioning

Offshore Ornithology Collision Risk Modelling
Appendix A19 Assessment

Offshore and Intertidal Ornithology Population Viability

Appendix A20 Analysis
Appendix A21 Additional Guillemot Ecological Evidence Note
Appendix A22 Senior Legal Counsel Opinion on NPWS Submission

Offshore Ornithology Migratory Collision Risk Modelling:
Irish East Coast Phase One Offshore Wind Projects

Appendix A23 Cumulative Assessment
Appendix A24 Migratory Bird Survey Report 2026
Appendix A25 Temporary Threshold Shift Position Statement

8. Digital Data as requested in the RFI:

The Applicant provides below an overview of the digital Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) datasets provided to accompany the response to RFl ltems 1(g), 3, and 7.
The figure reference and title are accompanied by the name of the corresponding GIS
files.

All files have been provided as ESRI Geopackages at the native model resolution and to
ETRS89/ UTM zone 30N (EPSG: 25830) projection.

RFI Request File Name Description of Dataset

Location of the Proposed Infrastructure used
in the coastal process models — 49 Turbine
Figure 1.1 Layout Option

Location of the Proposed Infrastructure used
in the coastal process models — 35 Turbine
Layout Option

RFI 1: General
Matters Figure 1.2
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RFI Request File Name Description of Dataset
RFI 3: National Location and Boundaries of the Proposed
Marine Planning Figure 1 Development
Framework Policy:
Habitats and
Noise Figure 2 Broad Benthic Habitat Types
Study Area and Key Receptors for Marine
Figure A10.1 Processes
Figure A10.2 Depth to Rockhead across the Array Area
Bathymetry Across the Array Area and along
Figure A10.3 the ECC
Figure A10.4 Local Description of Surficial Sediment
Figure A10.5 Foundation Drilling Sediment Plumes
Figure A10.6 Foundation Drilling Deposition
Figure A10.7 Array Cabling Sediment Plumes
Figure A10.8 Array Cabling Sediment Deposition
Figure A10.9 ECC Cabling Sediment Plumes
Figure A10.10 ECC Cabling Sediment Deposition
Figure A10.11 HDD Exit Pits Sediment Plumes
Figure A10.12 HDD Exit Pits Sediment Deposition
Figure A10.13 Wave Height Reduction from East-North-East
Wave Height Reduction from South-South-
Figure A10.14 East
Figure A10.15 Regional Description of Surficial Sediment
Tidal Modifications - Change in Peak Flood
Figure A10.16 Flow Speed on Spring Tide
RFI7: Marine Tidal Modifications - Change in Peak Flood
Geology, Figure A10.17 Flow Direction on Spring Tide
Oceanography
and Physical Tidal Modifications - Change in Surface
Processes Figure A10.18 Elevation at Peak Flood on Spring Tide
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